Now this is more like it, Peugeot.
This scoot has more attitude than
a dog with two sets of balls. Don’t
get me wrong, | saw the point of
the basic Ludix idea, but that
frame and styling literally cried out
for the full Monty. Looking even
more like an extra from a sci-fi
movie than a basic Ludix, the
Blaster is terrific fun to ride on and
a great way to get from A to B.

In fact, forget the commute to work,
let’s just go for a blast. Not that it is the
ideal commuter bike anyway unless you
have little need to store anything bigger
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than a ham sandwich
(Well, we know where ’
you lost that — Ed) such is 3
the sparseness of any
storage. What you get in
return is tremendous and addictive fun.

What more would you expect from such

a machine? Since it shares the same
power plant as (and weighs much less
than) the Jet C-Tech, we can safely
assume before riding it that the Blaster
is a speedy little thing (especially the
derestricted version we have here). It
doesn’t disappoint, with the speedo
needle rushing off the end of the clock
like a herd of lemmings over a cliff.

The short, stocky, ideally
balanced wheelbase makes it
handle well. It’s not as sharp as

its physically bigger brothers,
the beam-framed Jets, but still
capable and extremely sweet to ride.

With little weight to throw forward,

the efficient liquid-cooled engine has

maximum impact upon acceleration
and this combination makes the Blaster
a real joy to spend time with.

The styling has real attitude allied to a
strong sense of purpose. From the wavy
disc and single headlight to the wide ‘jet
fighter’ style air intakes for the twin
radiators, this scoot means business. The

m JuLY 05

o

reverse exit exhaust looks trick, too, and
follows the line of the steel frame tube
perfectly, while the chunky 10in tyres
make the most of the abrupt nose and
empty rear end to emphasise the
smallness of the whole package. With just
a simple and understated Blaster logo
adorning the black front panel, this is a
machine that doesn’t shout too loud about
what it is. But, then again, it doesn’t have
to. With so little weight to manhandle
around the twisties, the chassis is
surprisingly nimble and accurate to ride
to. It’s not up to the higher-echelon levels
of excellence found with the new Jet C-
Tech (after all, what is?) but certainly
better than most scoots currently around.

Incredibly quick off the line, the Blaster
takes no prisoners when accelerating,
leaving auto scoots and most other
modes of transport trailing in its haze of
blue smoke from a standstill. It is,
without question, the fastest accelerating
standard scoot so far produced — and not
by a small margin either. After the first
hundred yards the Blaster will be way
ahead of any other 50 and still going
strong, such is the weight power shift of
the pocket-sized Peugeot.

Around town nothing will ever come
past you in the race from the traffic
lights. Come to think of it, few will dare
to have a go when the road opens out a
little either. The hard part is keeping the
front wheel down when being aggressive
with the throttle, and one soon learns to
balance the bike on the rear wheel and
have a ready finger resting upon the rear
brake just in case.

VITAL STATS:

Engine type: Liquid-cooled single-cylinder
horizontal two-stroke

Engine capacity: 49.9cc

Starter: Electric/kick

Front suspension: Inverted mechanical fork

Rear suspension: Hydraulic shock absorber

Front tyre size:  120/90-10

Rear tyre size:  130/90-10

Front brake: Shuricane 170-mm disc

Rear brake: 110mm drum

Dimensions: 1725mm(L) x 665mm(W) x 1090 mm(H)

Wheelbase: 1210mm

Seat height: 805mm

Weight: 79.5kg

Fuel capacity: 7 litre

Colours: Silver/black; red/black

Price: £1349 on the road

~ Contact: Tel 01202 823344 or www.peugeotmoto.co.uk
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It's only when wheelying that we find
the only real fault on the bike. The mirrors,
although supremely stylish and fitting in
with the overall look of the Blaster, are a
bit too close to the handlebar controls,
making stand-up stunts restrictive unless
they are swung forward well out of the
way beforehand. If this isn’t done, then
your wrists will butt up against the mirror
stems and possibly restrict your throttle
control. Only a minor gripe but, as it is the
only one we found, we felt we just had to
mention it. Mind you, it could prove to be
a great excuse for your defence lawyer.
Just imagine it: “Your honour,
my client informs me that,
while accelerating away
from the traffic lights,
the front wheel rose
unexpectedly into
the air and he
simply could not
close the throttle
as the mirrors
were preventing
its movement.
Eventually, some 300
yards later, he
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managed to skilfully get back in full
control of his machine and it is here that
the police unnecessarily intervened.”

Doubtful, | know, but it might be
worth a go if you ever get caught pulling
a right minger down the high street and,
let’s face it, on this baby it wouldn’t be a
hard or rare thing to do!

I love the Blaster. It is everything a
scoot should ideally start off as. Light, fast
and fun to be on. | would like to have the
designer as a close friend, even though he
is undoubtedly a garlic-breathing
Frenchman with scant regard for personal
hygiene and more than likely has a
girlfriend with more underarm hair than a
gorilla. He has nonetheless impressed
me with his styling and the ethos behind
this superb minimalist scooter. | would

like him to design my next car, bike
and maybe even a house or two as
his thinking is so similar to my
own. Hopefully you will agree.
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